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Tang — translators in Edo period and

the Linguistic, Cultural Exchange between China and Japan

ZHU Yong

(International Exchange Institute, Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: The Japanese were prohibited from navigation overseas during Edo period, thus
Tang-translators emerged. Tang-translators, as the mediator of exchange, are of particular significance in
the history of cultural, linguistic exchange between China and Japan. Tang-translators” main duty was
oral interpretation, and their social status were not prominent albeit what they had done in the history of
exchange between China and Japan. Tang-translators’ learning of Chinese were family-bound, practically
motivated, empirical in learning methods, ---- scientific to some degree, but a long way from a really
scientific method for learning Chinese. Tang-translators widely affected Chinese language education
during Edo period and afterwards. Their learning and teaching of language unintentionally facilitated the
spreading of Chinese language and Chinese culture.

Key words: Edo period, Tang-translators, Chinese language
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